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Majors - English

Description

English is a major branch of the language arts and its main focus is on the written word. A broader
definition includes the study of literature, speech and writing in all forms. English orients students to
the discipline of thinking as they learn to read and listen to their own speaking and writing, to critically
evaluate the speaking and writing of others, and to express their ideas and sentiments coherently. The
appropriate use of English is considered basic to the American way of life and reflects a person’s level of
education. Specialized areas include writing, literature, reading and speech. An English major is an
excellent major for a number of graduate or professional schools — medicine, law, business are the
primary ones, aside from English graduate studies.

The University of Alabama offers a bachelor’s degree, master’s degree, master’s in TESOL (teaching
English to speakers of other languages), an M.F.A in creative writing and a doctorate in English. Please
refer to the undergraduate and graduate catalogs, and website, for information on these programs.

. Possible Employment . ..
Skills Occupational Opportunities

eAccuracy

eAdapt ideas

eAnalyze complex ideas
eArgue logically

e Clarity

eCoherence in
writing/speech
eSummarize

eDefine

eDesign/direct projects
eGather information
eGenerate ideas
eInfluence and persuade
eInform and explain
*Problem-solving
e|nterpret instructions
eQuestion conventions
eRead for tone
eRewrite and edit

e Advertising dept./firms
eBusiness corporations
¢Colleges and schools
eDepartment stores
eEducation department
eEducational institutions
*Film companies
eGovernment agencies
eGov. Printing

elibraries

eliterary periodical
eNewspapers
*Non-profit agencies

¢ Office Library of Congress
ePolitical action groups
*Public relations firms
ePublishing company
eRadio/TV stations
eResearch firms

eTravel agencies

*\Web-based publication co.

eAuthor

eArts council
eBibliographer
eColumnist

eCopy writer
eComedy writer
eDocuments analyst
eEditor

eEditorial writer
eFree-lance writer
e|Interviewer
eJournalist
elexicographer
elibrarian
*Marketing assistant
*Opinion analyst
eReporter

eScript writer
eTeacher

*TV/radio announcer
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Typical Work Activites Career Center Resources

e Act, perform e Career Opportunities for
e Inform, organize Writers, by Rosemary Guiley,
2000

e Solve problems

e Compose, write e Great Jobs for English Majors,

by DeGalan & Lambert, 2006

e Lead discussions .
¢ Great Jobs for Liberal Arts

-Tea.ch, expla|r1 Majors, by Blythe Camenson,
e Enlighten, guide 2002

* Research, synthesize e Opportunities in Journalism
* Work independently Careers, by Ferguson & Patten,
2001
 I'm an English Major, now
What?, by Tim Lemire, 2006
¢ What can you do with a Major
in English?, by Shelly O'Hara,
2005
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